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Overview

• Bibliographic Heritage Digitization in the UCM

• Preservation of the Complutense digital contents

• Collaborative Annotation of  Digitized Literary Texts
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Goals of the digitization Project with Google

• Promoting access, dissemination and preservation of the 
bibliographic heritage

• Adding UCM holdings to those of some major libraries in 
order to facilitate the access of the global academic 
community to the scholarly knowledge

• Designing a plan for the conservation and restoration of 
damaged books

• Providing to UCM scholars a corpus of digital materials 
which makes possible to develop digital projects
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UCM and Google partnership agreement

• Cataloging Plan:  220,000 volumes were cataloged, from 
the 16th to 19th centuries

• Criteria Selection Guidelines: 
 Date of publication: from 16th Century to 1870

 Book physical conditions: dimensions, text block and binding

• Binding of the 19th century books

• Over 120,000 books digitized

• Dissemination of the bibliographic heritage of the 
Complutense University Library
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Information flow

Books selection 

using the PDA

Export the information 
to the Catalog of the books 
physical conditions 

Metadata export from the 
Catalog to the Web 

Management System

Export  data files from the 
PDA to the Web Management 
System



Phiysical conditions of the digitized books by Google
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Phiysical conditions of the digitized books by Google

Mass-digitization at the Complutense University Library. Access an preservation of its bibliographic 
heritage. LIBER 2011. Barcelona 29/07/2011.

Non-digitized  for the binding

25%

30%10%

5%

30%

Débil

Reencuadernación

Perdida

No apertura

Deteriorada



Mass-digitization at the Complutense University Library. Access an preservation of its 
bibliographic heritage. LIBER 2011. Barcelona 29/07/2011.

Dissemination and access



Preservation of the UCM digital contents

• For the implementation of a digital preservation program, 
2 needs were identified:
 A large-scale digital content repository

 A scalable techonological and organizational potential

• Conclusion:
 The digital preservacion could only be achieved as a result from the 

cooperative involvement of academic institutions following the 
international library community standars.

 UCM joined HathiTrust on November 2010 

Mass-digitization at the Complutense University Library. Access an preservation of its bibliographic 
heritage. LIBER 2011. Barcelona 29/07/2011.



HathiTrust Digital Library
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Books digitized by Google and in-house in 
HathiTrust
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HathiTrust Digital Library
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Source: Jeremy York (data as of May 1, 2011)
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Date Volumes Total

December 2010 78,256 78,256

January 2011 1,156 79,412

February 2011 6,125 85,537

March 2,774 88,311

April 15,486 103,797

May 2,947 106,744  

UCM Ingest



Visits of the UCM book pages in HathiTrust
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Europeana Libraries
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Europeana Libraries
• 1,200 film and video clips

• 850,000 images

• 4.3 million texts (books, journal articles, theses, letters)

• Complutense University Library will aggregate:
 Complutense Rare Books from 16th Century to 1870: Metadata of more of 120,000 

books digitized by Google.

 Engravings of Dioscorides Collection:  50,000 engravings approximately.

 Complutense University Theses: 6,000 theses.

 Journal articles published by Complutense University Press: 31,000 articles

 Fine Art Old Drawings from the Fine Arts Faculty (between 1752 and 1914): 287 
drawings.

 Photos of the Spanish Civil War from the Historical Archive of the Communist Party 
of Spain: 3,200 photographs approximately.

 Personal Archive of Ruben Dario: 5,000 documents.

 Complutense Manuscripts & Incunabula

 Cartographic material, maps and city views
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Europeana Data Model



Collaborative Annotation 
of Digitalized Literary Texts Project







Conclusions

• The large-scale digitization with Google will allow the 
Complutente University Library to face successfully to the 
new challenges are posing to research libraries

• Complutense digital collection of over 120,000 books is  in 
HathiTrust, the most innovative digital preservation 
project for the library community.

• Complutense Library is collaborating with Europeana 
Libraries to increase the dissemination of our digitized 
heritage and participate in an innovative research area 
related to the semantic web and linked data.
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Thank you very much!
Questions?

mpalafox@buc.ucm.es


